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The Life Skills of Tsunami & Earthquake Neighbors

Project Update: April 13, 2006

Sixteen months after the tsunami disaster in Aceh – Indonesia, Dec 2004, most of the victims of the earthquake and tsunami were still living in refuge barracks. In one of the villages, Bakoy, there are hundreds of children of school-age who study and are back in school. 

Preschool children (under 7 years old) have studied in a small group named TPA (Taman Pendidikan Anak)  much like kindergarten. They play together, sing in groups and learn drawing at Meunasah (multi function place) in the middle of the refuge barrack area. They stud every day except Saturday and Sunday, on 4.00 – 5.00 pm. 

Students of Elementary, Secondary and High School have also used the Meunasah for extracurricular lessons such as English, Mathematics, Natural and Social Science lessons. After they are back from their schools, from 1.00 – 3.00 pm everyday, they meet together with local teachers and learn. Every Monday for English, Tuesday for Mathematics, Wednesday for Natural Science and Thursday for Social Science. The reading center also has been setup for children. It is like a village library. The entire educational program above is free for them.   

More than 200 children followed the LISTEN project, coordinated by Puspem Foundation. Puspem has been published micro projects using MicroAid technology and the same project proposal published on the GlobalGiving site. On last September 2005, the LISTEN (Life Skills for Tsunami & Earthquake Neighbor) project was funded by GlobalGiving’s donors. Today after six months, the project has been implemented, children and local teachers are still studying and teaching together in the Bakoy refuge barrack.

Bakoy village was not affected by the tsunami disaster and was chosen as a refuge village, 15 km far away from Banda Aceh capital city of Nanggroe Aceh Darussalam province in Indonesia. Using the current technology, donors everywhere around the world can give donations and support to people and children of tsunami victims. 

There are still many children at Bakoy village and Japaki village that need support and help so that they can go back to school, learn and play together. Adnan AB, one student’s  parent said “Honestly, what PUSPEM has done in Bakoy refuge barrack until now is very helpful for us as parents to help and to motivate our children to study well and to forget the earthquake and tsunami”.
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 Learn to read
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 An extracurricular lesson
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 The reading center
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 Enjoy the comics
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